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Here's what you need to know:

Voted on by the National Council of Provinces  
in ONE day

National Council of Provinces is the house of Parliament that
represents the interests of the provinces. It has the power to

consider, amend, and pass legislation.
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The UPRDB aims to facilitate and accelerate
the exploration of South Africa’s oil and gas
resources.

For example, it proposes separating the regulation of
petroleum resources from that of mineral resources, to
provide a more stable and predictable environment for
investors in the petroleum industry.
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Section 24 of the South African Constitution:
“Everyone has the right to have the environment protected."

Oil and gas are polluting fossil fuels that are responsible for
climate change. 

The scientific consensus is that the world needs to divest from
fossil fuels if we are to have a liveable future.

Accelerating fossil fuel exploration contradicts South Africa's
international commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
(Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement).
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An extract from the Upstream Petroleum Resources Development Bill



Section 24 of the South African Constitution:
“Everyone has the right to an environment that is not harmful to their

health or wellbeing."

Exposure to the pollutants released during fossil fuel extraction
contributes to respiratory diseases, cardiovascular problems
(Source: Harvard School of Public Health).

Increased investment in fossil fuels raises the risk of worsening
climate change, resulting in more frequent and severe extreme
weather events (Source: Western Cape Government).
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For example: In May 2022, the KwaZulu-Natal province recorded
the worst flooding in almost three decades. There were 459
fatalities (Source: Bloomberg).



We submitted a letter to the National Council of
Provinces stating that the bill undermines the
Constitution and should not pass it in its
current form.
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We did not receive a reply.
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If it is approved, it will be sent to the President for assent. If
the President agrees with the Bill, he signs it. Then it becomes
law. However, if he believes it is unconstitutional, he can refer
it back to Parliament for reconsideration.

WHAT'S NEXT?WHAT'S NEXT?

The Bill is scheduled to be tabled in the
National Council of Provinces tomorrow, on
April 25th.

On the same date, the Climate Change Bill
will too be considered by the NCOP. 
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